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Terms of consignment 

Information for sellers 

1. Interpretation: In these terms the words 'you, 'yours', etc. refer to the seller and if the 

consignment of good to us is made by an agent we assume that the seller has authorised 

the consignment and that the consignor has the seller's authority to contract. Similarly, the 

words 'we', 'us', etc. refer to the auctioneers.

2. Commission: is charged to sellers at 15%+VAT subject to a minimum fee of £7 + VAT 

per Sold lot and £7 + VAT per Unsold lot.

3. Removal costs: Items for sale must be consigned to the saleroom by any stated 

deadline and at your expense. We may be able to assist you with this process but any 

liability incurred to a carrier for haulage charges is solely your responsibility.

4. Illustrations: If we consider that the lot should be illustrated we will do so.

5. Minimum bids and our discretion: All goods are put up for sale without reserve but at 

the auctioneer's discretion unless written instructions as to reserves are received at least 5 

days prior to the commencement of the sale. The minimum reserve acceptable is £20. 

Reserved goods will normally be offered subject to agreed figures between us before the 

sale in accordance with clause 6 and unilaterally by ourselves at the time of sale in 

circumstances the auctioneer feels necessary to protect your interests. We may sell lots 

below a fixed reserve provided we account to you for the same sale proceeds as you would 

have received had the reserve been the hammer price. If you specifically give us 'discretion' 

we may accept a bid below the formal fixed reserve.

6. Reserves & Estimates:

(a) You are entitled to place prior to the auction a reserve on any lot consigned, being the 

minimum hammer price at which that lot may be sold. This is subject to a minimum 

reserve of £20. Reserves must be reasonable and we may decline to offer goods, 

which in our opinion would be subject to an unreasonably high reserve. In the event 

of a lot failing to sell at a reserve considered unrealistic you will be liable to incur a 

charge of 5% + VAT (based on the reserve price and subject to our minimum fee).

(b) A reserve once set cannot be changed except with our consent.

(c) Where a reserve has been placed only we may bid on your behalf and only up to the 

reserve (if any) and you may in no circumstances bid personally.

(d) Estimates are not Reserves. Estimates are given as a guide to buyers. Unreserved 

items may sell at a fraction of an estimate if no reserve has been agreed.

7. Electrical items: These are subject to detailed statutory safety controls. Where such 

items are accepted for sale you accept responsibility for the cost of testing by external 

contractors. We reserve the right to dispose of unsafe goods as refuse, at your expense and 

without further reference to the seller. Test fees start at £4.S0+VAT per item.
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